The Communion of All Saints
Window of All Saints, Twain Harte, California
After this I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from every 
nation, race, people and tongue.  They stood before the throne and before the Lamb
wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their hands.  Then one of the elders 
said to me: “Who are these wearing white robes, and where did they come from?” 
I said to him, “My lord, you are the one who knows.”  
He said to me. “These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress; they 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” (Revelation 
7:9, 13-14)
Overview
This five-panel art glass window honors and celebrates the Communion of Saints: an expression familiar enough to all who profess the Apostles’ Creed, yet maybe not grasping its full significance.
The saints are in Heaven, but the communion or community they form has its roots on earth.  The Communion of Saints embraces those in heaven whose example and intercession aid us on earth in our pilgrim journey as well as those in the final stages of purification in Purgatory.
In the window, we “pilgrim saints” are symbolized by four churches whose faithful established, maintain and serve still in Tuolumne County, California.  St. Patrick’s, the mother church, is flanked by her adult daughters: St. Anne’s Columbia, St. Joseph Tuolumne, and All Saints’ Twain Harte.
Behold the Lamb of God   (Ecce Agnus Dei)
To read the art glass polyptych (a work in five sections) begin with the center panel.  A beveled glass cross is background to the central figure of the Lamb of God, symbol of the slain yet victorious 
Savior Jesus, our Lord.  Seven amber jewels represent the seven scrolls of the book of Revelation.

The Most Holy Trinity
Above the cross is a figure of a dove, representing the Holy Spirit and to the left and right are the Greek letters Alpha and Omega (the first and the last).  These with the dove, the lamb and cross are symbols of the Most Blessed Trinity.  Salvation is the Gift of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Rays of red, orange and gold radiate from the Lamb which, with the arms of the cross, reach out to the other panels.  The colors are crystal, blood red and wood brown; symbols of the Blood of the Lamb shed upon the cross.  The clear crystal center indicates the light and life won for us by Jesus’ victory over death.

Mother of the Redeemer

To the left of the cross stands Mary dressed as Our Lady of Mt. Carmel; Carmel which literally means “the vineyard of the Lord” in whom was planted the True Vine of which we have become the branches.
The artist has chosen to present Jesus as an infant cradled in his mother’s arms, rather than, traditionally, as a child, in order to honor the extent of Mary’s maternal love in both joy and sorrow.  She holds her infant son, the Incarnate Word, as she, likewise, will receive his body on Calvary; a sign that will be contradicted (Luke 2:34)
California
To the right of the cross, in the foreground, is the image of Pope John Paul II as he prayed at the tomb of Blessed Junipero Serra during his visit to Northern California, September 17, 1987.  The Pope identified “this serene and beautiful place [as] truly the historical and spiritual heart of California.”  The façade of the historic San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo Mission, generally called Mission Carmel, stands for all the missions established by Fr. Serra and his Franciscan brothers.  In founding this mission by Monterey Bay, he knew no better intercessory prayer could be had than from the Mother who knew the world’s Savior from her womb.
Fr. Serra’s confidence in the continuous maternal mission of the Mother of our Savior is reflected in the devotion and teaching of Pope John Paul II whose image faces that of Mary.  At her feet are two white roses known as the John Paul II Rose, a hybrid tea rose named in his honor.

The Gospels
In the four corners of the window are the symbols of the Evangelists: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.  The symbols derive from the vision of the prophet Ezekiel enhanced by St. John in the book of Revelation.  From the time of St. Irenaeus in the second century, the figures of the man, the lion, the ox and the eagle have been associated with the Evangelists.
The Angels

In the top left and right panels, the archangels Michael the Defender of and Gabriel, the Messenger of the Gospel, represent the heavenly host surrounding the Lamb’s Throne and his saints.
Saints in Glory
The white-robed saints are they “who have washed their robes and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb.”  Depicted are saints and blesseds of the United States:  from upstate New York the seventeenth century martyr St. Isaac Jogues with one of the fruits of his mission Blessed Katerie Tekakwitha through the eighteenth century Apostle of California Junipero Serra, along with his contemporary in the East St. Elizabeth Ann Seton; in the nineteenth century the Redemptorists of Philadelphia and New Orleans, St. John Neumann and Blessed Francis Seelos, in company with St. Damien of Molokai; and, onward to the energetic Mother Cabrini who entered glory in the twentieth century.
From these saints and blessed, representing all “who have survived the time of great distress”, has come, in our nation and to California, the growth of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.
The Supper of the Lamb

The image of the priest celebrating the Holy Mass makes contemporary Jesus’ own sacrifice.  The Sacred Host is broken and elevated as the celebrant proclaims “This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  Happy are those called to His supper.”
Rays of light come from the Host to emphasize the True Presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.  The arms of the cross form the altar on which the Mass is being is being offered.  The altar candles are patterned upon those of All Saints’ Church.

The continuity of the sacrifice of Calvary in the Mass expresses our understanding that we share already in the Supper of the Lamb, that even now “we join the angels and saints as they sing their unending hymn of praise” at the heavenly banquet.

